
Business Development Manager – Kuano.ai

Kuano is looking to recruit an experienced Business Development Manager to support the
development of our internal enzyme inhibitor pipeline and external collaborations.

About Kuano
Kuano is a UK based startup (2020) that has developed a unique, proprietary approach to
simulating the thermodynamically favoured quantum transition state of enzymes.  The quantum
transition state represents the ideal conformational target for identifying enzyme inhibitors but,
historically, has been difficult and expensive to model.  Kuano’s technology makes the quantum
transition state accessible, enabling the identification of the quantum pharmacophore as a starting
point for an AI/Machine Learning approach to discovering enzyme inhibitors with differentiated
chemical matter.  As a hybrid AI/ML/Biotech company our experts in medicinal chemistry take
our in silico insights and use them to develop hits and leads with wet-lab proof of concept.  We
are using this unique approach to tackle enzyme targets that are intractable to other approaches as
well as to identify new approaches to high value enzyme targets, overcoming issues with existing
inhibitors such as poor potency, poor selectivity or loss of efficacy due to mutations.  The
existing market for enzyme inhibitors in the pharmaceutical sector alone is over $40bn.

Job Description

As our Business Development Manager you will contribute to the successful development and
implementation of our business strategy.  You will provide support for market assessment and
partnering for our pipeline of internally developed enzyme inhibitors.  In addition, you will lead
external outreach where we are seeking collaborations with academic groups, biotechs and
pharma companies to utilize our unique technology to identify inhibitors of enzymes of interest
to them. Reporting to the CEO and working closely with the wider Kuano team you will gain a
detailed understanding of our technology and help in the further development of communications
material, managing our web content and news flow. You will also develop a good understanding
of the key mechanistic and therapeutic areas associated with our internal pipeline of enzyme
inhibitors, building a comprehensive awareness of opportunities and competitive programmes,
introducing our programmes to potential partners and leading partnering discussions.  You will
also champion the communication of our technology to potential collaborators leading on
discussion and negotiation of collaboration agreements, ultimately, taking the lead on alliance
management where appropriate.

Key responsibilities of this role include:

● Working closely with the Kuano team to develop and maintain a detailed understanding
of our technology and developing a communication strategy and tools

● Develop a good understanding of the biological mechanisms associated with our target
enzyme programmes coupled to a comprehensive awareness of competitive programmes,
potential therapeutic applications and partners
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● Establish an outreach programme focused on identifying collaborators with potential for
sponsored research, option-based or other research collaborations

● Establish and maintain a database of key contacts and partnering/collaboration
discussions

● Develop and execute agreements in close collaboration with the Kuano executives and
legal advisors

● International travel up to 30% of time

Basic Qualifications

● Bachelor’s degree and 3+ years of business development or relationship management
experience in a commercial or academic life sciences setting

● Strong scientific, organizational, communication, and project management skills and
ability to manage multiple projects simultaneously, with a record of key accomplishments

● Excellent presentation skills
● Effective communication skills pertaining to scientific and business development
● The ability to work independently as well as connect, communicate and work closely

with cross functional teams

Preferred

● MBA or MSc/PhD in a relevant area
● 3+ years of experience in biotech/pharma business development or 1 years’ experience

plus 2+ years’ experience of drug discovery and development
● Experience in enzyme biology or enzyme inhibition
● Demonstrated ability to create and build relationships with internal and external parties

Kuano operates as a virtual company with a centre of mass in London.  We are happy to consider
remote working long term.

To apply (with cover letter and CV) or to discuss the post in more detail, please contact:
Dr Vid Stojevich
CEO
Kuano Ltd.
m. vid.stojevich@kuano.ai
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